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Good evening/afternoon. My name is Julianna Guerrero. I am a 

16-year-old girl in 11th grade from New Britain. I have lived in 

New Britain my whole life, and since I was a little girl, I have 

wanted to make a change in the world. I am part of the National 

Honor Society and Peer mediation in my school. I also play 

soccer and track.  

I started volunteering for the New Britain Youth Prevention 

Council in 5th grade because I was determined to help the 

community. Omar Mcdew, youth advocate is one of the 

organizers of this program and my mentor in prevention. As part 

of this group, I feel that I can make positive change in my 

community and hopefully one day change the world. Our group 

goal is to prevent the misuse of drugs and substances in the 

youth. We use a website and other social media platforms, to 

advertise the events, flyers and many more things we do. We 

explain to youth that drugs and substances are not good for you 

and something that will affect your health in your future. The youth 

need to talk more to our peers about these long-term 

consequences drug and substance use may have.  

I go to a Crec/Magnet school.   It stands for "leading the way in 

public education with theme-based programs that provide all 

students with college and career-focused educational 

opportunities. With highly qualified teachers, cutting edge 



 
 
 
 

 

curricula and state-of-the-art building". I feel very lucky to be able 

to go to a school that helps me achieve these high standards. 

Like many schools, we have problems with substance use. I see a 

lot of things in my school, like smoking in the bathroom, at lunch, 

and sometimes even in the classroom. This is not unique to my 

school. At another magnet school, a 7th grader brought 40 bags 

of fentanyl and overdosed on school grounds.  

Just last month, five youth from my group and I went to one of the 

largest annual prevention conferences in the country, CADCA 

Conference which was held in Washington DC. We had the best 

time and something that I would love to do in the following years. I 

met so many people and learned a lot about prevention including 

ways to talk effectively with my peers about prevention issues. 

Now I am here for your help in making a change in Connecticut. I 

am asking you to continue the funding for the prevention 

organizations in our state, including DMHAS, The Governor's 

Prevention Partnership, and groups like my New Britain Youth 

Prevention Council. With your help, we can continue to let kids 

know the effect that substances have on their lives and build a 

healthier Connecticut. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


